[Treatment of large skin defect with 6:1 meshed skin autograft and 1.5:1 meshed fresh porcine skin overlay].
The use of expanded mesh skin graft from limited donor sites has greatly increased wound coverage. However, grafts with an expansion size of 6:1 or greater often heal slowly or are lost because of local infection. Three patients with large skin defects in lower extremity have been treated with 6:1 mesh autograft overlayed by 1.5:1 fresh porcine skin mesh graft. Epithelium grown from both grafts could be found. The autografts continuously expanded under the xenografts. The outer xenografts gradually separated and desquamated, on an average, in 14 days. This technique enables resurfacing of a large area of skin defect from smaller donor sites.